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Welcome to all members. And to our new ones, I’m the guy who dealt with your application. I hope 
you found it efficient but as with all volunteering positions there are times when things may not 
appear to be as efficient as they should be.  For that I apologise. 

Covid 19 lockdown had a major impact on Shieldhall sailing activities but not from the volunteers 
who have busy behind the scene as reported elsewhere. That included a small working group who 
were involved with the introduction last September of a new website. In that system came an 
improved ticketing system in readiness for the 2022 sailing season (all subject to any Covid 19 
restriction). It included an online membership system allowing prospective members to join on line. 
This has been very successful with many new members joining whilst purchasing a sailing ticket. 

Our existence in known far and wide. We have members all over the globe  – as far as New Zealand, 
Thailand and California. Back in the UK our members range from Cornwall to the Shetlands. We are 
lucky to have such a large and steady membership. This membership supplies hard working 
volunteers to keep this wonderful ship in working order. This is a tribute to its working volunteers 
and by your generosity as members. 

So what has the Membership Sec. being busy doing (or not doing)!  Some facts and figures should 
you be interested. 

 2020-2021 

• During the 2020-21 membership season we enrolled  53 
On our books we now have:- 

• Honorary members 19 

• Life members (that provide no regular income)  265 

• Regular members (annual members) 570 
 
As of today we have 854. Each year we have a varying number of members who don’t renew but 
these aren’t apparent until way into the summer. I estimate we can claim that the membership will 
be around the 825 members, up 45 from last year.  

There are 2 reasons for a healthy increase in members. Many who had booked sailing tickets for last 
year offered to give their ticket costs to the charity as a donation. These where offered membership 
for their generosity. The other being the ability to buy membership online whilst purchasing tickets. 

This new online system also gives members the opportunity of paying by card on line and just over 
100 (18%) have taken that route. It is hoped that more will pay this way in the future. However rest 
assured your Membership Secretary is committed to giving all members the opportunity to carry on 
paying as they wish, whether that be by cheque Standing Order or direct bank transfers.  Finally a 
big thank you to all those who have changed their subscription payments into our new charity bank 
account as requested.  This assists our treasurer.  

 
Barry Quest   Membership Secretary. 
April 2021 


