
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEAMSHIP SHIELDHALL CHARITY 

New Trustees 2021 

     Cecilia Abert 

Cecilia has lived in Southampton for 15 years and is passionate about local heritage. 
She is very involved with SEE Southampton and is currently developing city tours by 
bike. In 2018, she launched a heritage brand ''Made in:Here'', which fuses local 
manufacture with local history. She also consults for a variety of businesses in the 
leisure sector. 
Prior to this, Cecilia had a successful career in the travel sector, as Managing 
Director for Hurtigruten Cruises; she also ran the Sales & Marketing function for 
Regent Seven Seas. More recently, she worked in a commercial role for the Jubilee 
Sailing Trust. 
 

     Haydn Chappell 
 
Haydn is a Chartered Engineer and served in the Royal Naval Auxiliary Service from 

1976 to 1994 and Commanded Inshore Minesweepers, Fleet Tenders and P2000 

Patrol Boats around UK and Northern European waters. From 2004 to 2010 was 

National Secretary and Volunteer Commander for the Maritime Volunteer Service. 

Haydn has worked as an independent management consultant and was managing 

director of GMP Commercial Solutions Ltd providing procurement and commercial 

services to major blue-chip clients. 

Haydn is currently Trustee and Vice-Chair of Alton Community Association CIO and 

previously Director and Chair of Energy Alton CIC. 

He has an elderly 33ft yacht which he sails in the Solent, the Channel Islands and 

further afield. 

Haydn has been a member since 2018 and is currently a Co-opted Trustee.  He also 

Chairs the Communications Committee and the Governance Committee and is a 

member of the Fundraising Committee. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

     Stephen Farrington 

Stephen joined the Royal Navy in 1968 as an Artificer (Technician) Apprentice and 

served on various ships and maintenance groups; he was commissioned in 1981 and 

retrained as a marine engineer.  He held five Marine Engineering Charge 

appointments the final being as Commander (Engineering) on HMS FEARLESS, the 

RN's last steam propelled warship.  His shore appointments involved training the next 

generations of Marine Engineering personnel and latterly, on the Central Staff of the 

Ministry of Defence. His final appointment was as a member of the Directing Staff of 

the Royal College of Defence Studies.   

On leaving the Royal Navy in 2005, he worked in the power generation industry before 

taking on the role of Chief Executive of the Royal Navy Benevolent Trust; he retired 

from full time employ in 2017. 

A Chartered Engineer with a Master of Philosophy Degree from the University of 

Cambridge, he is also a Fellow of the Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and 

Technology and the Royal Institution of Naval Architects. 

He recently stood down as a trustee of Queen Mary's Roehampton Trust but remains 

a member of the Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services League's National Council; 

he has been an active engine room volunteer on SS SHIELDHALL since 2017. 

      Martin Phipps 

Captain Martin Phipps is a Class 1 Master Mariner who spent 10 years in command 
of VLCC’s, bulk carriers and LNG carriers before joining ABP in 1990 as a Pilot and 
then being promoted to the role of Pilot Manager followed by appointment as Harbour 
Master for the Port of Southampton until his retirement in 2019. In retirement he has 
worked part time as a Marine Consultant for ABPmer and is the Designated Person 
under the Port Marine Safety Code for the Port of London Authority, Harwich Haven 
and Cowes. 
 
He also served for 25 years in the RNR reaching the rank of Commander. He is a 
Younger Brethren of Trinity House and was awarded an MBE in 2017.  He takes an 



 
 
 
 
 
 

active interest in marine youth training and is President of the Southampton Sea 
Cadets. 
 
He is very familiar to Shieldhall volunteers having piloted the ship on a number of 
occasions and was one of the main interfaces with ABP. 
 

     Ruth Sloss 

Ruth has experience at a senior level in TV, film and telecoms industries which has 
provided her with strong commercial and customer engagement skills.  She is currently 
head of TV Editorial and Scheduling at BT TV.  She also has a role as an executive 
coach promoting diversity and employee engagement.  She has also been involved 
as a volunteer for charities including Samaritans.  

Ruth is the daughter of long-term engine room volunteer George Sloss and knows 
Shieldhall well having been onboard several times. 

 

     Paul Smith 

Paul has a degree in Chemical Engineering and worked for Fisons Fertilisers before 

joining Exxon Mobil in1978 first at Milford Haven refinery and then at Fawley refinery 

until 1998. From 1998 until his retirement in 2011 he worked for Exxon Mobil on 

European and Global IT projects as a project manager and adviser on major systems 

and data management projects in the UK and Europe which helped to provide a wide 

understanding of many business processes and change implementation. 

Paul has been a keen sailor and boat owner from a young age. He has been an active 

deck volunteer with Shieldhall since 2012 and member of the ECM 2015-18. As a 

Shieldhall volunteer he has also been very active in IT related projects such as 

upgrades of the website and the introduction of online ticketing. Recently he has also 

had a lead role in the implementation of the 50:50 lottery and developing online 

membership administration and facilities for online crew training.  
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